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Weaving
    Advised for PRE visit

GRADE LEVEL: 
Elementary 

PROJECT DURATION:
60 minutes

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:
To gain understanding of the basic structure of weaving. 

SUPPLIES NEEDED:
●A piece of cardboard about 6” x 8”, and two strips for 
the top and bottom.
●Scissors or an exacto knife might be helpful
●Ruler
●Wool / yarn
●Plastic needle 
●Masking Tape & scotch tape 
●Twigs or popsicle sticks

ACTIVITY: 

MAKING THE LOOM      

Pre making the looms for your class is recommended. 
Takes approximately 5-8 minutes per loom.

1. About 1/2” from the top of the cardboard, draw a straight line across the top. 1” in from the side make 
a hash mark and continue on and make 12 hash marks about 3/8” apart all across the top. Do the same at the 
bottom. 
2. Using an exacto knife, or scissors, cut along each hash mark, stopping at the 1/2● line.
3. Glue on the strips of cardboard on the top and bottom so that it aligns with the 1/2● line (strips are 
about 1/2● wide).
4. Cut 12 pieces of yarn and thread each notch, making sure to leave a tail of about 3” on the back. Tape 
these ends to the back with scotch tape. Make sure the threads are tight (but not so tight that it’s stretching 
the yarn). These vertical threads are called the warp.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #1
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NOW FOR THE FUN PART … WEAVING! 
1. Cut a piece of yarn about 2 feet long. Thread it through the plastic needle and then tie a knot at the top 
by the needle.
2. Starting with the first warp, thread your yarn with an under-over pattern until you get to the last warp 
thread. When you get to the end of the first row pull it through all the way and leave about a 3” tail. Tie this 
tail in a knot around the first warp thread to secure it.
3. For your next row, go back the other way by doing the opposite over-under pattern as you did for the 
first row. 
4. Once you have a few rows, use your fingers to push up the weft (horizontal yarn) so that it’s snug. Don’t 
pull too hard on the weft yarns, this can cause cinching.
5. When you decide it’s time for a new color tie the end of the color in a knot leaving 3” at the end, Begin 
the next color by tying the beginning of the thread to the warp you left off on leaving a 3” tail so that you can 
weave it back into the weaving to make it look seamless.
6. When you reach the end of the loom, carefully remove the tape on the back of the loom attached to the 
warp threads. Tie each of the threads together to make loops on the top and the bottom. This is where you will 
either use popsicle sticks or twigs to stretch the weaving back out again.
7. To hang tie another string to the ends of the top twig/popsicle stick.
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