
516 LEARN
NEAL AMBROSE-SMITH



STORIES & TIME

1_ LOOK 
To see this artwork enlarged, go to 
https://www.516arts.org/assets/documents/The_Sto-
ry_Teller.png

1. Take a few seconds to look closely at the artwork. 
2. What are the objects in the artworks that you 
recognize? 
3. What do you think the character is doing?  

2_ LEARN MORE

Ambrose- Smith is an artist that uses many different 
materials and techniques (called in art “medium” or 
“media” if plural). For instance, in this artwork he 
used printmaking, painting, and drawing. 

Neal Ambrose-Smith is Confederated Salish and Koo-
tenai Nation. In his work he tells stories using the 
traditional characters of American Indian culture, and 
stories from the news and everyday life. He writes 

about this work: “1618: Circle around for story time 
folks. Harvest is over and we gather around the fire, 
the story teller. What’s it going to be this time? Are 
we learning about Badgers stripes or Coyote and Fox? 
Are we learning about tolerance and sustainable living 
or traveling through the stars and time? Stay tuned 
because the story teller will never fail us.”

3_CREATE
Now it is your time to create a story. For this activity 
you’ll need:
- old magazines, comic books, newspapers, postcards, 
etc
- scissors and glue
- paper
- colored pencils and pens (optional)

Start looking at the magazines and paper you have. 
Pick the images that you like, paying attention of 
selecting a variety of different elements: 
 - landscapes like cities, forests, the ocean, etc



 - characters: people, animals, etc
 - objects and other things

After you have carefully cut all the images, spread 
them in front of you. Now start to create a story. Some 
questions to guide you: 
Which person or animal do you want to be your main 
character? 
Where is the story set?
Is the main character looking for someone or some-
thing? Or do they hear or see something? Do they have 
to go somewhere? Why?

Glue the different elements on the paper, as it is your  
favorite moment of the story you created. Add words or 
other elements you need for your story with the pen-
cils and pens.

If you want create more stories, check this website with many ideas for 
creating stories:

imagineforest.com/blog/storytelling-activities-kids/


