
516  WORDS
A literary arts series at 516 ARTS

516 ARTS  •  516 Central Avenue SW  •  Downtown Albuquerque   •  242-1445 
open Tue - Sat, 12-5pm  •  www.516arts.org

516 ARTS is made possible in part by the generous support of McCune Charitable Foundation, City of Albuquerque & its Urban 
Enhancement Trust Fund, New Mexico Department of Tourism (www.newmexico.org), The FUNd at Albuquerque Community Foundation 
and many New Mexico businesses including Bank of Albuquerque, BGK Group, Charter Bank, Coldwell Banker, First Community Bank, 
First National Bank of Santa Fe, Goodman Realty Group, Grubb & Ellis, Heritage Hotels & Resorts, John & Jamie Lewinger, New Mexico 
Bank & Trust, Paradigm & Company, SG Properties, Stewart Title of Albuquerque, Sunrise Bank and Technology Ventures Corporation. 

516 WORDS is an ongoing literary arts series presented in partnership with the UNM MFA in Creative Writing program, 
coordinated by Lisa Gill (lisa@516arts.org). This event is organized by Maresa Thompson and is inconjunction with 
Trappings: Stories of Women, Power and Clothing at 516 ARTS (June 13 - August 16, 2008). 

Firestorm Å Womenôs Voices Rising
Firestorm is a poetry reading series featuring women poets, which was originally started in the early 
1990s by Juliette Torres. Current organizer Maresa Thomspon says, “The world needs women’s voices. 
They remind us of who we are and where we came from. They speak of what it is to be a warrior, a 
mother, a wise woman, and look to who we are becoming. This event inspires participation because the 
poets know they will be heard and understood in a welcoming environment.”

Women’s Poetry Open Mic & Slam

OPEN MIC
Hear the diverse and extraordinary voices of the women of Albuquerque’s 
Poetry Community. Newcomers are encouraged and welcome to participate 
in this environment of sharing. 

SLAM
Slam started in the 1980s and is now an internationally recognized artform. 
Poetry Slam is the competitive art of performance poetry and is judged 
randomly (and sometimes haphazardly) by audience members. The winner 
of the slam will qualify to compete to represent Albuquerque at the Women 
of the World National Poetry Slam. This is also a qualifying slam for the 
Albuquerque team for the National Poetry Slam.  

Sign up at 7:30pm to participate in the Open Mic or the Slam. 
Participation is limited on a first come basis. 

Free to the public 

Saturday, July 12, 8pm

Martin J. Chavez
Mayor


